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Conquer the Cotswolds  
(and as many pubs as you can possibly fit inside of 48 hours) 
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Where to Stay: 
 

 

The ​Ebrington Arms ​is a little country inn, tucked away in a tiny peaceful              
village. If you’re heading to the Cotswolds for a relaxing break from the urban              
jungle, look no further. 

Once serving as the village’s shop, bakery and butcher (it’s still the only trading              
post in the village), this picturesque inn has been around since 1640. It’s one of               
those places you can imagine the old highwaymen taking rest in for the night.  
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https://www.theebringtonarms.co.uk/


 
 
 

The Ebrington Arms is a reason alone to make a trip to the Cotswolds and it ticks                 
all my boxes... 

● Friendly pub where all the village locals gather after sundown 
● History in its walls 
● Roaring fires 
● English cuisine done right 
● Cozy guest bedrooms overlooking the countryside 
● Easy on the budget 
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 What To See: 
 
 

 

The ​Bourton-on-the-Water Model Village is a one-ninth scale replica of the heart            
of the beautiful Cotswold village of Bourton-on-the-Water, containing every single          
building from the post office to the local Chinese takeaway, all built in Cotswold              
stone. There’s even a miniature village within the miniature village, ​within the            
miniature village​! 

 

 

Tower above the miniature    
stone houses, squeeze   
through the tiniest streets    
and inspect the little details     
behind the windows. It’s all     
in good fun. 
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Take note of the National Trust estate opening dates, as some are closed in certain               
seasons. If you’re in the Cotswolds at the right time, please go see ​Snowshill              
Manor for me. It’s the 16th century time capsule home of an eccentric English              
collector, packed with extraordinary treasures… 

 

 

Not Rapunzel’s Tower but the Cotswold’s highest castle, ​Broadway Tower is           
another quirky local visit, open     
all year round. Built “just for      
fun” by the land’s aristocratic     
owner in 1798, they say it      
served as a lookout tower for      
his servants to know he was      
coming home. It was later used      
as a unique vantage point to      
track enemy planes over    
England during the world wars     
of the 20th Century. A ​nuclear bunker was also constructed on the property to              
report nuclear attacks during the “Cold War”. You can visit that too when it              
reopens in March 2019. 
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https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowshill-manor-and-garden
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowshill-manor-and-garden
https://broadwaytower.co.uk/


 
 
 

Sezincote House is quite a stunning estate, heavily influenced by Indian           
architecture, built in 1805 by a wealthy surveyor for the British East India             
Company. It’s open from May to September and can also be hired for events. 
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http://www.sezincote.co.uk/index.php?route=common/home


 
 
 

What to Eat: 
 

 

When I return to England, all I seem to want is pub food. The Cotswolds does have                 
some nice fancy restaurants, but all I’m really interested in is your beef wellingtons,              
your mushy peas, fish & chips and all that good stuff.  
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Here’s a hit ​list of the perfect local pubs near Ebrington for lunch or afternoon               
pints. You can stick with the fish & chips if pineapple Gammon isn’t quite your               
thing. 

 

Horse & Groom in    
Bourton-on-the-Hill 
Fox Inn​ in Broadwell 
The Porch House in    
Stow-on-the-Wold 
Horse & Groom in    
Upper Oddington 
The Mousetrap Inn in    
Bourton-on-the-Water 
Inn on the Marsh in     
Moreton-in-the-Marsh 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And don’t forget to visit a few ​tea rooms and order cream tea & scones (there are                 
plenty of charming tearooms to choose from in every town). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.messynessychic.com 

 Copyright © 2018 13 Things Ltd. ​                                      10 

http://horseandgroom.info/
http://www.foxbroadwell.co.uk/
http://www.porch-house.co.uk/
http://www.horseandgroomoddington.com/
http://www.mousetrap-inn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/inn-on-the-marsh-307270718922/


 
 
 

Where to Shop: 

 

 
Bourton-on-the-Water is a fairytale English town, but be prepared for it to get             
overrun by tourists on weekends. Still worth visiting, especially for the Model            
Village, and a great place to get your fix of kitschy English style for gifts and                
souvenirs. 
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The highlight of my Cotswolds shopping experience was ​Evergreen Livres in the            
antiques town of Stow-on-the-Wold. I went a bit nuts inside this little bookshop,             
filled with the most magical second-hand books, including some very valuable           
collector’s ones. Hidden down a tiny alleyway, run by the sweetest old man who              
let me browse even though the shop had closed, this one is a ​must visit​. I                
dedicated an entire post to my purchases ​here​. Find the bookshop hidden behind             
the main market square, follow the passage through the doorway next to the             
Talbot Pub. 

 
I hope you enjoyed my little weekend guide and might find it useful one day. In                
the meantime, travel with me from your armchair in our ​video ​tour​ … 
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http://www.evergreen-livres.co.uk/
http://www.messynessychic.com/2017/03/03/show-and-tell-my-vintage-swiss-family-robinson/
https://youtu.be/L_U4MCom91k
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